
 

 

AGENDA 

 

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION/INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

 

 

September 20, 2016 5:30 p.m. 

Aldermen Sapienza, Shea, Aldermanic Chambers 

Levasseur, Cavanaugh, Pappas  City Hall (3
rd

 Floor) 

 

 

1. Chairman Sapienza calls the meeting to order. 

 

 

2. The Clerk calls the roll. 

 

 

3. Banner Applications: 

 

• Granite United Way for the Elm Street locations from August 25, 2017 

through September 8, 2017 

• Manchester Monarchs for the Elm Street location from October 4, 2016 

through October 15, 2016 

Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  
 

 

4. Proposal for a new City of Manchester flag submitted by Alderman Long. 

Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  
 

 

 TABLED ITEMS  

(A motion is in order to remove any item from the table.)  
 

5. Discussion regarding taxi rates and regulations. 

(Note: Tabled 5/17/16; Referred by the BMA 5/03/16.) 

 

 

6. If there is no further business, a motion is in order to adjourn. 
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Proposal for a new City of Manchester Flag 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Overview 
A coalition of concerned citizens representing Manchester’s business, education, arts, and historic 
preservation communities has come together to propose a open, public process to redesign and 
select a new flag for the city of Manchester.  
 
The reasons for considering a redesign of our current flag are as follows: 
 

• Recognize the importance of a city’s flag in fostering civic pride 
• Reimagine a city flag that has virtually no recognition and which ranked 118th out of 150 mid-

size cities surveyed nationwide in 2004 
• Enhance the city’s efforts in marketing the business and economic benefits of locating and 

expanding in Manchester 
• Encourage increased economic activity and tourism through the use of the new design on all 

promotional materials 
• Build upon the example of other cities that have initiated successful flag redesign processes 
• Spark creativity and community pride by opening up the redesign process to all  
• In the face of so many seemingly insurmountable issues, at least come together around an 

issue that we can address and feel good about  
 
What makes for a good flag? 

• Educate all residents (especially students) about Manchester’s history as well as sound design 
principles.  

• It’s a new flag, not a ne. city seal! The city’s seal will remain unchanged.  
• Criteria by which entries will be judged come from the nationally-respected “Five Basic Rules 

of Flag Design.”  
• Examples from other cities 
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Other city flag design contests (before and after): 
 

Portland, ME     
 
 
 

Bowling Green, KY    
 
 
 

Milwaukee, WI     
 
 
 

South Bend, IN    
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The Process 
• Open call for submissions 
• Public Education 
• Judges select 3 finalists 
• Recommendation of 3 finalists to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
• City of Manchester residents select flag via a non-binding referendum  
• Board of Mayor and Aldermen have final approval on any new flag recommended 

 
Submissions 

• Announce an Open Call for online Submissions 
• The New Hampshire Institute of Art will provide support to help citizens upload submissions 
• While the contest is open to all, preference will be given to designs by Manchester residents  
• The Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce will work to secure a media sponsor 
• All participants give the city the permission to use any submitted image for PR purposes 
• Final adopted design becomes the property of the City of Manchester and the winning artist 

relinquishes all rights to the City of Manchester. 
 
Public Education 

• NHIA will host a nationally renowned speaker (Roman Mars, Ted Kaye, etc.) for a public talk 
• Will work with Manchester School District to develop classroom activities  
• Manchester Historic Association will present talk(s) on the history of current seal and flag 

 
Judging 

• Governmental – Aldermanic representative  
• History – Manchester Historic Association designee 
• Business – Chamber of Commerce designee 
• Design – New Hampshire Institute of Art design faculty designee 
• Education – Manchester School District student  

 
Non-binding Citywide Referendum 

• Final 3 designs printed on color ballots 
• Additional cost to be underwritten through donations secured by the Chamber of Commerce 
• Posters showing final 3 designs to be produced by NHIA for display at each polling station 

 
Timeline 

• February 1, 2017 – Call for Submissions 
• April 15, 2017 – Submission Deadline 
• June 1, 2017 – Deadline for judges to make their recommendation to the BMA 
• August 1, 2017: Deadline for inclusion on November general election ballot 
• November 7, 2017 – Non-binding referendum vote on general election ballot 
• December 2017 – Board of Mayor and Alderman approve final recommended flag 
• January 2, 2018 – Adoption of the new flag along with inauguration of mayor 
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